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friend, with whom for more than two years he had acted
"the responsibility is more than I can bear." "Why so?n
replied his friend. "You are a man in every circum-
stance of life independent. There can be no motive ex-
cept principle to sway your conduct. You are an old
man. My vote is equally decisive. I am a young man,
I risk everything, yet I have no hesitation; take hold of
me and let us stand firm." This was an hour before the
balloting took place. "I am determined," answered the
gentleman, "here is my hand, I give you my word of
honor I will not vote for Adams." Not long after this,
some one told the firm gentleman that the other seemed
irresolute and anxious. He again went to him and
called your N. Y. Senator1 to aid him. Once more he
was confirmed and repeated his promise on his honor.
To give still greater weight, another friend went to him,
as he was passing to take his seat. To this gentleman he
repeated his promise and said he no longer was irreso-
lute. Yet ten minutes afterward when he wrote his
ballot, it was for Adams and settled the matter. The
gentleman who gave me those details and lives in the
same house said for the rest of that day and evening he
was sick at heart, the defeat he could have borne well
enough, but to be thus betrayed, thus deceived in one in
whom he had trusted as in himself, gave him such a dis-
gust to human nature, that he almost doubted the hon-
esty of every man and determined to leave political life,
and retire to the private walks of life. Thus far I wrote
in the city, and left off friday morning. The result was
known at three o'clock. Mr. Dickens2 who brought in-
telligence was much affected, more so than any of the
family, soon after, followed Mr. Gobb, the nearest friend

1 Van Buren.                                 ^

2 Asbury Dickens, Chief Clerk of the Treasury Department, who managed
its affairs when Crawford was ill.aac Lawrence, of New York. He published a number of
